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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-2, 6-9 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Leeuwestein '187 in view of Takeda et al '127. Leeuwestein 
discloses a roll stand containing all the claimed elements including, with respect to 
claims 1 and 2, at least one roll (2) arranged on a roll shaft (4) rotatably mounted in the 
stand housing (1) and connected in a rotationally fixed manner to the roll haft via a 
frictional connection by means of a radial interference fit having a tapered seat (col. 7, 
lines 24-29). A fluid medium supply having an outlet in the region of the interference fit, 
as required by claim 3, is described in col. 7, lines 29-34 and shown in figure 3. 

Leeuwestein further discloses an embodiment (figure 1) which teaches a 
structural set up such that a rolling annulus (2a) may be quickly and easily interchanged 
through the use of sleeve elements (6) and a tied rod (5) having a threaded end (5a), a 
nut (5b) bearing against the end of the roll shaft and a cap (4b) where an internal and 
external thread hold the tie rod and end together (col. 5, lines 55-56). Therefore it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the claimed 
invention to have incorporated the structural features of the embodiment of figure 1 (as 
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stated above) into the embodiment of figure 3 for the purpose of providing a quick and 
easy construction for changing out the rolling annulus (2a) as such a combination would 
yield predictable results. 

Takeda is relied upon to teach that it is known to provide a bar/wire roll stand 
with rollers having an interference fit with a roll shaft where a shaft has a fluid 
passageway (12) extending through the shaft (figure 2) having an inlet (12A) spaced 
from the rollers (2) and hub (3) and an outlet located in the region of the hub (3) for the 
purpose of dislodging the roller (2) from the shaft by use of a pressure fluid such as oil. 
Therefore it would have been obvious to incorporate the passageway of Takeda 
including the positioning of the inlet and outlet in the device of Leeuwestein for the 
purpose of dislodging the rollers from the shaft where the connection between the two is 
an interference fit since the simple substitution of one known element (structure for 
delivering oil) for another would yield in predictable results. 

Regarding claim 15, the use of a fluid as required is disclosed in col. 7, lines 29- 
45, while the structural features as claimed and the step of releasing the sleeve 
elements would have been obvious in view of the introduction of embodiment of figure 1 
as stated above. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 4-5, 10-11, 13-14, 16-17 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 10/31/07 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicants argue that there is no suggestion to combine the embodiments 
of figures 1 and 3. In response the examiner points out that the embodiment of figure 1 
clearly teaches a construction which allows for a rolling annulus to be quickly and easily 
changed out and therefore it would have been obvious to incorporate such construction 
in the embodiment of figure 3 since such a combination would yield predictable results. 

Applicants further argue that the structure for delivering oil to the hubs of 
Leeuwestein is different from the newly claimed structure. In response it is pointed out 
that Takeda has been introduced to teach that it is known to provide such structure in a 
device like that of Leeuwestein. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dmitry Suhol whose telephone number is 571-272-4430. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Friday 8:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Derris Banks can be reached on (571) 272-4419. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Sen/ice Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Dmitry Suhol/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3725 
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